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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Governor Shapiro’s New Pennsylvania Ireland Trade Commission Applauded by Philadelphia’s Irish American 
Business Chamber & Network  

 
Philadelphia, PA – October 31, 2024 — Philadelphia’s Irish American Business Chamber & Network (IABCN) proudly 
celebrates the new Pennsylvania Ireland Trade Commission, a landmark agreement that strengthens economic ties between 
Pennsylvania and Ireland. This establishes a commission that will foster investment, trade, and cultural exchanges between the 
two regions, enhancing opportunities for businesses and communities on both sides of the Atlantic. 
 
The commission will focus on promoting Pennsylvania as a destination for Irish businesses and facilitating Irish companies’ 
access to U.S. markets, while supporting Pennsylvania businesses in expanding their reach in Ireland. Signed into law by 
Pennsylvania's state officials, the PA Ireland Trade Commission marks a pivotal step forward in creating a structured approach 
to economic engagement. 
 
"Ireland and the Greater Philadelphia Region have long shared a deep-rooted connection based on shared history, culture, and 
values,” said Lisa Maloney, President of the IABCN. “Today’s announcement formalizes a way that we can build on that 
connection and create substantial benefits for businesses and communities alike. This Commission opens new doors for 
cooperation in growing sectors such as technology, life sciences, manufacturing, and renewable energy, positioning our region 
as a welcoming home for global growth and investment.” 
 
The IABCN has been a staunch advocate for initiatives that elevate Pennsylvania’s status as a hub for Irish and international 
business. For over 25-years, the Chamber has provided critical support to a wide range of Irish businesses entering the U.S. 
market, as well as Philadelphia-region firms expanding operations in Ireland. The establishment of the PA Ireland Trade 
Commission signals a robust commitment to continuing this legacy and providing additional resources to ensure sustainable 
growth. 
 
The four key initiatives for the Commission: 
 

1. Expanding Trade and Investment: Developing policies and frameworks to foster investment and business exchanges 
between Ireland and Pennsylvania. 

2. Supporting Soft Landing Programs: Offering tailored assistance to Irish companies establishing operations in 
Pennsylvania and vice versa. 

3. Fostering Innovation Partnerships: Facilitating collaboration in key sectors, including life sciences, technology, and 
renewable energy, where both regions have demonstrated expertise and potential for growth. 

4. Promoting Cultural and Educational Exchanges: Strengthening ties through cultural programs and partnerships with 
Pennsylvania’s leading academic institutions. 

 
“The IABCN is grateful to all stakeholders and community leaders who have played an instrumental role in advancing this 
effort and stands ready to support the Commission’s initiatives with our deep network and resources,” said Maloney.  “We 
look forward to working closely with the Pennsylvania Ireland Trade Commission as we celebrate this new chapter in our 
shared economic future.”  
 
About the Irish American Business Chamber & Network (IABCN)  
For over 25 years, the IABCN has been the leading organization promoting and facilitating business and educational 
connections between the Greater Philadelphia region and island of Ireland. Our mission is to foster relationships, strengthen 
the business environment, and support members as they grow and expand. Through strategic partnerships, event 
programming and networking, IABCN continues to be a valuable resource for companies on both sides of the Atlantic. 
 


